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We have to continue with auxiliary verbs. But we will combine MINED worksheet to start 
applying our knowledge. 

TOPIC: AUXILIARY VERBS MAY AND MIGHT. 

 

1. Structure of May:  
 

1.1 Affirmative: Pronouns+ may + verb in infinitive+ complement  

1.2 Negative: Pronouns + may + not+ verb in infinitive + complement  

1.3 Questions   

1.3.1 Yes/no questions: May + Pronouns + infinitive verbs + complement? 

1.3.2 Wh questions: Wh word + May + pronouns + infinitive verbs + 

complement? 

USAGE OF MAY: 

• when we are not sure about something in the present or future: 

Examples: 

Jack may be coming to see us tomorrow = Jack podría estar viniendo a vernos 

mañana 

             (= Perhaps Jack will come to see us tomorrow.) 

 

Oh dear! It's half past ten. We may be late for the meeting= Oh querida! Son las 

diez y media. Nosotras podríamos estar tarde para la reunión. 

 

               (= Perhaps we will be late for the meeting.) 

She's had no sleep. She may be tired.           = (Perhaps she is tired.) 

 

• to ask for permission in a formal way: 
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May I borrow the car tomorrow? 

May we come a bit later? 

• to give permission in a formal way: 

You may go now. 

You may come at eleven if you wish. 

• to say that someone has permission in a formal way: 

Students may travel for free. 

We can use may not to refuse permission or to say that someone does not 

have permission, but it is formal and emphatic: 

In auxiliary verb MIGHT, the structure is the same in affirmative, negative and questions. For 

example:  

 Pronoun + MIGHT + infinitive verbs + complement 

 

USAGE OF MIGHT:  

We also use might: 

• as the past tense of requests with may: 

He asked if he might borrow the car. 

They wanted to know if they might come later. 

• as a very polite way of asking for permission: 

Might we ask you a question? 

Might I just interrupt for a moment 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-grammar-reference/past-tense


‘MIGHT’ EXERCISES 

I)  Complete the following sentences using these verbs: 

 

 

1. I …………………………………… some change if you need it. 

2. We …………………………… to Jamaica next year. Our friends will be there. 

3. I …………………………… Sue a call and see if she wants to come. 

4. I think he ………………………… to the football match tonight. 

5. They…………………………… it if they can get a good price. 

6. I ………………………… the job. There were lots of good candidates.7. Sophie ………………………… next 

week if she can get a couple of days off work. 

8. I ……………………… home late. I’ve got a lot of work to finish before I can leave. 

 

II)  Match to complete the sentences: 

1. What’s in the parcel?                          …… It might be in the suitcase. 

2. I can’t find my purse. I think                …… he might be late. 

3. Where are Jenny and Stella?                …… Yes, I think he might be stuck in the traffic.                      

4. Larry called. He said                             …… I might left it in that last shop. 

5. Why are you taking a coat?                  …… It might be the t-shirts I ordered online. 

6. Stan is late.                                           …… They might have gone out to play in the park. 

7. Where is your passport?                        ……The forecast said it might rain later. 

 

III) Identify what sentences express: possibility, condition, request, suggestion. 

1. She might be on the bus. I think her car is having problems. ………………………………………… 

2. If I had entered the contest, I might actually have won. ……………………………………………… 

3. You might try the cheesecake. ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Might I have something to drink? ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. I'm not sure how she got to work. She might have taken the bus. ……………………………… 

6. Might I borrow the stapler? ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Even if I entered the contest, I might not win. ………………………………………………………………… 

8. They might give us a 10% discount. ………………………………………………………………………………… 
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